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DEAR
RYERSON ADMIN,
Our mission is to reduce incidents of crimes on campus and to raise 
awareness about student safety in a creative manner� As students 
ourselves, we find campus safety to be a very important issue.

The purpose of this report is to appraise the current security systems 
employed by Ryerson University by analyzing available data, identifying 
problems and making recommendations�

OUR KEY FINDINGS

Studying our data, we discovered: 

• 123 crimes were recorded since 2011� 
These included assault, robbery, sexual 
assault, harrassment, indecent exposure, 
voyeurism, threats, suspicious behavior, 
property damage, malicious acts, and 
trespassing 

• Assaults and Robberies accounted for 
more than half of the recorded crimes 
that occured since 2011, occuring 41 and 
33 times respectfully� Sexual Assault 
also proved to be prevalent, being the 
third highest repeated offence with 17 
instances since 2011 

• The use of a deadly weapon was 
reported 11 times since 2011 with several 
instances involving firearms. Fortunately, 
zero deaths or life threatning injuries 
occured as a result of these rare 
incidents 

• 1 in 6 suspects are caught and 
subsequently barred from campus 
or handed over to the Toronto Police 
Services 

• Students make up the biggest group of 
victims� However, crimes extended to 
faculty members, community members, 
and even those visiting the area 

• Summer months (July, August and 
September) experienced a spike in the 
frequency of crime; coversely, the winter 
month of December experienced the 
fewest criminal complaints

•

 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

• Several locations were identified as 
problematic areas on campus� Gould St 
and Victoria St in particular proved to 
be a challenge for security, along with 
the Ram in the Rye, the Library Building, 
Gerrard St, and the vicinity around 
Pitman Hall

• Current locations for emergency security 
poles are inefficient in covering all 
problematic areas� Gould St and Victoria 
St is one such location suffering from 
high crime without any immediate 
emergency pole present 

• Campus maps currently omit the 
locations of outdoor emergency poles 
and telecoms 

• There are various faults with current 
reporting practices ranging from the 
misclassification of crimes to poor 
organization� A stricter reporting policy 
should be implemented to ammend 
these issues 

• Lastly, more efforts should be made to 
raise awareness about security services� 
Releasing a mobile app, annual reports, 
and updating current maps to include 
locations of emergency resources are 
such ways of achieving this
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DATA ANALYSIS

Data is compiled from the security watch archives available on Ryerson’s Integrated Risk Management  
(IRM) website� Data prior to 2011 was not included in order to achieve a relevant framework of campus 
crime today� The latest entry occured on October 8th, 2014�

In total, 123 crimes were recorded along with victim demographics, arrests history, and locations among 
other things� Below is a small sample of what can be achieved by compiling this information�

VICTIMS’ RELATION TO THE CAMPUS
There were approximately 136* victims since 
2011� Students accounted for more than half 
of the total victims with aprroximately 69 
occurances� However, faculty members (7), 
community members (29), and even those 
visiting the area (8) were affected by crime as 
well�

Some of the data did not identify the number of victims involved�                    
These victims were classified under the term “groups”. As such, 
all data records with victims classified merely as “groups”, for the 
purpose of this report, counted as two people� In all likelihood, the 
number of victims exceeds 136 people� Additionally, there were 23 
victims whose relations to the campus were not identified.

* We suspect many archive records to be missing for the year 2011�

Crime 2011* 2012 2013 2014

Assault 4 10 17 10

Robbery 1 10 10 12

Sexual Assault 0 7 6 4

Harrassment 1 0 5 3

Indecent exposure 0 1 1 2

Voyeurism 0 0 0 5

Threats 0 3 1 1

Suspicious Behavior 0 1 0 1

Property Damage 0 3 0 0

Malicious Intent 0 1 0 0

Trespassing 3 0 0 0

Total 9 36 40 38

Number of Suspects 8 46 51 46

Suspects caught 4 7 7 8
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MONTHLY CRIME RATE
A rise in crime was observed during July, 
August, and September� Since 2011, a total of 
53 crimes occured throughout these months� 
Conversely, only 3 crimes occured during the 
month of December, making it the month with 
the lowest crime rate in the past 4 years�

47%
of victims were 

female

43%
of victims were 
male

10%
of victims were 
unknown gender

CRIME LOCATIONS
All* crimes are plotted on the map below to identify patterns and problematic areas along with locations 
of security poles, security headquarters and telecoms� Please refer to the appendix for a larger version of 
this map along with icons that identify the specific crime that occured.

Crimes

Security Telecoms

Security Headquarters

Campus Property

As shown above, the majority of crimes occur within Yonge St, Mutual St, Dundas St, and Gerrard St� Only 
five crimes occured outside of these boundaries. Within this frame, it is apparent that most crimes are 
committed along Gould St, Victoria St, the Ram in the Rye, the vicinity around Pitman Hall, Gerrard St, 
The Library Building and The Podium Building�

J  F  M  A  M  J  J  A  S  O  N  D

Crimes per 
month
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* 4 of the 123 crimes were not plotted as they were missing location information�
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PROBLEMS

Figure 2: Current coverage

Using this analysis, two major problems were identified and are categorized into groups below.

Currently covered areas (blue) and areas in desprate need of coverage (red)�

     LIMITED COVERAGE
Indoor security coverage is far more adequate 
compared to outdoors� Indoor facilities include 
security alarms at nearly every corner; whereas 
outdoor emergency resources are extremely 
limited� This is a concern because approximately 
70% of crimes on campus occur outdoors� At the 
time of writing, and to our knowledge, Ryerson 
University’s outdoor security resources only 
include seven blue emergency poles, two code 
blue telecoms and its security headquarters� 
Their locations and visibility, as depicted in figure 
2 below, only cover limited areas around campus� 
Crimes occurring outside of these protected 
areas leave victims without the possibility of 
immediate aid�

Moreover, current campus maps only show 
the location of the headquarters and omit the 
locations of emergency poles and telecoms� 
Presently, no available resources reveal the 
specific positions of these emergency resources.
This information is still not readily available 
upon visting the security headquarters on Bond 
St nor when speaking directly to security staff� 
Other students also had difficulty identifying 
the locations of these resources� Upon touring 
the campus several times in search, nine were 
discovered altogether and their locations are 
plotted on the maps throughout this report�

     POOR REPORTING
Numerous ommissions, inconsistencies 
and vagueness in records were discovered 
throughout the course of research� Certain 
records were missing critical information such 
as suspect gender, complexion, approximate 
age, as well as victim demographics�

Vagueness in locations was also an issue� For 
instance, Kerr Hall was identified as the location 
several times but records did not specify any 
further as to which corridor or floor the crime 
had occured on�

Additionally, the misclassification of crimes 
occured several times� We believe the 2012-
10-17 “Threats” record, in which the suspect 
demanded the victim’s cigarettes otherwise 
he’ll inflict harm and then subsequently taking 
them, is infact a robbery� In another instance, a 
crime recorded on 2013-05-08 as “suspicious 
behavior” involved a female student being 
harrassed and followed by an unknown male� 
The subject followed the victim to her vehicle 
and tried to prevent her from entering it while 
directing curse words at her� He then began 
to hit her car upon her entering it� We believe 
this crime is a blatant harrassment� Lastly, 
we believe “property damage” would be a 
more appropriate classification for a crime 
recorded on 2012-02-16 as “Vandlism” in which 

an unknown person broke several 
windows on campus using a pellet 
gun�

Another problem arised when, in 
2014, IRM updated its website� Since 
this re-launch, crime records lost 
their chronological order causing 
confusion for those who view the site� 
Additionally, nearly a dozen crime 
records in 2012 disapeared from 
the archives while several new ones 
appeared in 2011�

Lastly, IRM presently declines to 
produce and publish annual reports 
for campus crimes� Alternatively, 
IRM welcomes people to engage in 
conversation with them� While these 
efforts are commendable, annual 
reports still offer tremendous value, 
as will be discuss on the following 
page�

1 2
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Below are several recommendations we believe could further improve the security services offered at 
Ryerson University:

IMPROVE OUTDOOR 
COVERAGE
Ryerson University only has 
seven outdoor emergency 
poles and two outdoor 
emergency telecoms� As 
shown in figure 2, these 
locations are inefficient in 
covering all problematic areas� 
Gould St and Victoria St in 
particular are identified as 
an area experiencing a high 
volume of crime currently 
without an emergency pole 
in immediate proximity� The 
introduction of an emergency 
pole in this area (near 
Devonian pond) would have 
several benefits:

• It would be a deterrent for 
would-be criminals from 
engaging in malicious 
behaviour

• It can be utilized to alert 
authorities quicker and 
highten the chances of 
apprehending the suspects

• It will provide the 
community with a better 
sense of safety

RAISE AWARENESS
As previously indicated, the 
locations of outdoor security 
poles and telecoms are 
unbeknownst to most, even 
to those part of the security 
personnel at Ryerson� Their 
locations should be publicly 
disclosed on campus maps 
both digitally and physically to 
increase awareness�

LAUNCH AN APP
Virtually all students have 
mobile devices� A security app 
should be made and include 
the following: 

• Details about available 
secuirty services

• The ability to alert 
authorities in the event of 
an emergency, send tips, 
or schedule a walk safe 
appointment

• A map showing the 
locations of security HQs, 
emergency poles and 
emergency telecoms

• All security watch updates

IMPROVE

REPORTING
Reporting is an area that needs 
improvement� Developing a 
stricter protocol for reporting 
should be implemented to 
remove these anomilies from 
reoccuring in the future� 
Reports should contain as 
specific and accurate detail as 
possible, while respecting the 
privacy of the victim, and be 
written in a consistent fashion�

PRODUCE ANNUAL 
REPORTS
As previously stated, Ryerson 
University’s IRM staff presently 
declines to produce annual 
reports for crimes� However, 
the production of annual 
reports can be significantly 
helpful in several regards:

• They can be used 
to develop a better 
understanding of how to 
counter crime on campus 
by identifying patterns and 
problematic areas

• Security services can 
reallocate their resources 
accordingly to make 
improvements

• Annual reports will provide 
students, faculty and 
community members 
with a clear, concise, and 
easy-to-read booklet that 
helps further drive campus 
safety

• The success of initiatives 
can be gauged by 
comparing yearly reports 
to determine which are 
efficient and which need 
improvements

Reports should be informative 
and transparent by sharing 
statistics such as those 
highlighted on page 4� Also 
worth including - but not 
limited to -  are employee 
statistics, number of self-
defence class participants 
and number of students 
accompanied by staff through 
the walk safe program� Most 
importantly, the reports 
should be engaging and 
memorable by making them 
infographic-based rather than 
just text�
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MOVING FORWARD

We hope this report can be helpful in progressing Ryerson University towards a safer environment� 
Looking ahead, the main aspirations of this report are: 1) To improve the already great community 
conditions at Ryerson for students, faculty, community members and visitors, and 2) Establish Ryerson 
University as the leading innovator in Campus Safety and Security�


